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Dr. Joshua Lederberg 
Marine Biological Laboratory 
Hoods Ho&e, Mass. 

Dear Joshua: 

Enclosed is a copy of the famous letter for your signature, 
together with Harry Baglets reply to my inquiry. I have taken 
the liberty of accepting his suggestion and deleting our fifth 
paragraph. If you would like to handle this paragraph in any 
other way don't hesitate to let me know; Beate says she won’t 
mind typing it once more. 

I'm sorry %agle didn't send us a copy of his letter, but in 
its absence I would assume that our letter contains mate.cial 
that Eagle had not covered, end that WoYrld sti1.1 be worth 
calling to the editor's attention. Besides, it would be a 
shame to discard all the man-hours that went into this c-e&ion! 

I'm all up with such nasty jobs as packing the lab and 
finishing the review; how I wish I could still be at Woods Hole. 

Best regards to Esther. 

Sincerely, 

Bernard D, Davis 

P.S. 

Please let me how when you have sent this off as I would then 
like to send copies to &m-t Stern, Ubell, and a couple of other 
people. 
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X.R audition, in our visw the "dilema i"or scientistsR Ix@ied in your ~mpcrter*s 
statemnt (ami featured in the headline) would not bo real even if oxcepticnal 
case8 of inheritance of acquirei? charactaristics wei* to be I)mved. Modern 
genetics does not exclude the possibility of such deviations Prom the f3.mdamental 
pattern at' Uendelian inheritance. In contrast, the sificial Gussian doctrine 
does mm than etmlss the inheritance of acquired cixxmcteristics; it totally 
rejecta mdern genetic theory and largely ignores the innumwakle verifiable 
exppiments cm which this theory is based. 

,;e appreaiate the need to add backi;round mater n Illii&in, ) an axectivcs 
new8 r8pOrt Out Of a scientifict c?Ontributim. ptheless, it seems solf- 
evident that the material added by the reporter shou1.d be clearly distiquished 
f'ron that provided by the scientist; and the eefenti&*s statazent should not 
be distorted for puqoses of rdating it to iemes of wide popular interest. 

We arc sure you ctgrce that desglita the special gmblartts of science mxtr‘s 
reporting thPs nmspaper department should adhe:w to the sane standa~As UP 
accuracy as the others. ::e would welcome your crrmaen-5s OI! hew the diEY.cultizs 
illustmzd by the present eaee might be avoided. 

Bernard D. Davis, M.D. 
c ha ilma n, Dep t l o f! Pha r ma c o lo g y 

New York University College 
of Bedfoine 

P.S. 
Dr. Sagle has seen a copy of this letter s.nd veriCied our sw:m~~ of Lis stetments. 

ca: R. 1;. Plumb 


